Factor analysis of false-negative second-look laparotomy.
From January 1976 through December 1987, 155 patients with ovarian epithelial malignancy underwent a second-look laparotomy. Seventy-seven (50%) had a negative second-look. Recurrence after negative second-look occurred in 15 patients (19.5%). Of the factors analyzed, serous histology and residual disease after initial laparotomy were found to be of significance. Grade of tumor, stage, and ascites were not found to be of significance.